
 Yesterday, at 4 o’clock Mass, we welcomed Bishop Cheri as he conferred the sacrament 

of confirmation on five of our parishioners. This sacrament of confirmation is always a 

powerful event to witness because, as Bishop Cheri reminded the confirmandi in his homily, 

confirmation is a new Pentecost. Here in our church, one of our bishops, a successor to the 

apostles, called down the Holy Spirit on those Christians by the laying on of hands and the 

anointing with Sacred Chrism.  

 This powerful sacrament of confirmation is something that nearly all of us have 

experienced. Remember for a moment the day of your own confirmation. Perhaps you were in 

4th grade or 8th grade or, like me, a junior in high school. Remember the bishop standing there 

in front of you praying the consecratory prayer and asking for the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Remember when he laid his hands on your head and made the sign of the cross with that 

fragrant Chrism and said, “Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

 It is important for us to remember that sacred moment because in that moment, we were 

given great power. In that moment the gift of the Holy Spirit flooded over us and strengthened 

us, not just to be faithful Christians, but specifically to be faithful witnesses of the Gospel in the 

world. The sacrament of confirmation gave us the grace to go out, like the apostles, and preach 

the Good News.  
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 We hear of this great power in the reading from the Acts of the Apostles. Paul and 

Barnabas had received the gift of the Holy Spirit. And the Holy Spirit led them out to proclaim 

the Gospel throughout the known world. Often their message was well received, and people 

came to believe because of the power of their words. But many times, their proclamation of the 

Gospel led to threats and danger and persecution. As they preached the Gospel in Antioch and 

started to win new converts to the Way, Paul and Barnabas faced “violent abuse.” But, 

strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they did not flea from danger and persecution. Instead, they 

spoke out boldly and revealed God’s plan - to spread the Good News to all the Nations.  

 This is our call, too. Through the sacrament of confirmation God has both called us and 

strengthened us to go out and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. And that proclamation 

of the Gospel is not one of condemnation, it is not a message of fire and brimstone. The Good 

News is the beautiful truth that we hear Jesus say in the passage from St. John: “My sheep hear 

my voice; I know them and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never 

perish.”  
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 This is the Good News, that our God is not far-removed in another galaxy. He is not like 

the pagan gods seated on top of their lofty mountains, using human beings as their play-things. 

No. Our God is the God of Israel and Isaac and Jacob. He is a loving Shepherd who speaks to 

us, who calls out to us. Our God is one whose voice we can hear in the quiet moments of prayer. 

And when we follow that voice, when we are faithful to Him, He keeps us safe and He leads us 

to eternal life. This is the Good News that we are called to proclaim to the world.  

 Now, that proclamation will not always be easy. The Church used to refer to the first few 

centuries after Christ as the Age of Martyrs, but now we are living in a new age of martyrs. 

Christians are the most persecuted religious group in the world. We hear daily of attacks on 

Christians, like the bombings of several Catholic churches in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday. We 

hear of the destruction of churches and the jailing of Christians in China. We hear of the 

ongoing genocide of Christians in parts of Africa. And even in our own country, Christians are 

persecuted for proclaiming the Gospel and for standing up for the teachings of Christ and His 

Church. We are living in an age of martyrs.  

5.12.19 - 4Easter (C) - p. !3



 Thanks be to God, the sacrament of confirmation has prepared us precisely for this - to be 

witnesses of the Gospel, not just when it is easy, but especially when it is difficult and 

dangerous. To be witnesses of the Gospel… This is what the word “martyr” means. It is simply 

the Greek word for “witness." When we open ourselves to the graces we received at 

confirmation, when we go out to preach the Good News to a world that so desperately needs to 

hear it, we become a witness and we risk being a martyr.  

 In the Book of Revelation, St. John is shown a vision of the victorious martyrs in heaven. 

The martyrs are the ones standing before throne, wearing white robes and holding palm 

branches in their hands. Their reward for giving their life for the Gospel is to stand forever in 

the presence of God. "The one who sits on the throne will shelter them. They will not hunger or 

thirst anymore, nor will the sun or any heat strike them. For the Lamb who is in the center of the 

throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of life-giving water, and God will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes.” 

 The sacrament of confirmation has strengthened us for this same mission of proclaiming 

the Gospel. And this same reward is promised to us if we are faithful to that call, even in spite 

of persecution. Let us pray that the graces of confirmation may be stirred up in us so that we 

may boldly proclaim the Good News to the world. May the love of Christ that we receive in the 

Most Holy Eucharist strengthen us to bring that love of our Good Shepherd to all that we meet. 
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